case,  it seems clear to me that  I have no jurisdiction to consider the
proposed settlement proposal tendered by the parties with respect to
MSHA's initial penalty assessment.    Accordingly,   the proposed settlement
for the penalty assessment,  which apparently has never been contested
by Cowin and for which no penalty proposal has been filed with  the
Commission, was rejected and denied.     In view of my ruling in this regard,
Contestant Cowin renewed its motion to withdraw its contest in this case
and it was granted from the bench.

ORDER

Contestant's motion to withdraw its notice of contest filed in this
case is GRANTED, and this case is DISMISSED.

feorg^rA. Koiitras
Administrative Law Judge
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